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Georgian Bay Forever is a community response to  
the growing need for major research and education  

to sustain the Georgian Bay aquatic ecosystem and the  
quality of life its communities and visitors enjoy.

We help monitor the Bay’s well being, throughout  
the seasons, year after year. 

We fund the research needed to protect the environmental 
health of Georgian Bay and the surrounding bodies of water. 

Using our research findings, we inform and educate the  
general public and governments about threats to  

environmental health and propose possible solutions.

Through workshops, seminars and online, we are 
educating the Georgian Bay community. By teaming  

up with reputable institutions, we enhance the credibility  
of our research and strengthen our ability to protect 

what’s at stake.

Georgian Bay Forever is a registered Canadian charity 
(#89531 1066 RR0001). We work with the Great Lakes Basin 
Conservancy in  the United States, as well as other stake-

holder groups  all around the Great Lakes.

Deeply rooted and broadly drawn, Georgian Bay Forever is 
steered by lifelong devotees of the Bay. We are committed 

advocates, educators, environmentalists, realists, 
idealists, and of course, residents.

DIRECTORS 

Executive Director 
David Sweetnam

OUR CONTACT DETAILS 
Georgian Bay Forever 

PO Box 75347, Leslie St., ON 
M4M 1B3 

tel: 905-880-4945

You can reach David Sweetnam, our Executive Director,  
at ed@gbf.org or at 905-880-4945, ext 1.

Canadian citizens may send their donations  
to the address above.

U.S. citizens wishing to make a donation  
to support our work can do so by giving to: 

Great Lakes Basin Conservancy 
PO Box 504, Gates Mills, OH 

44040-0504, USA 

This newsletter is just a snapshot of our work. For the most 
up-to-date information on our projects, longer versions of 
newsletter articles and breaking news about Georgian Bay, 

please become a regular visitor to our website 
and Facebook page. 

GBF.ORG
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IMPORTANT NEWS

IMPORTANT AND 
ONGOING PROJECTS
Preserving and protecting Georgian 
Bay is at the heart of what Georgian Bay 
Forever does to maintain the health, 
safety and security of its waters for gen-
erations to come. A quick snapshot of our 
projects follows. Please give today at 
www.gbf.org — your generous support 
enables this work. 

Ecosystems
Fighting invasive species 
GBF mobilizes communities across the Bay to  
eliminate Phragmites, an invasive reed that 
threatens its coastal wetlands. Review progress 
on this project at:
http://gbf.org/invasive-phragmites/

Identifying hot spots in need of protection
GBF is working with the University of Guelph 
(UofG) to build an aquatic biodiversity library 
using DNA barcoding. This will allow us to mon-
itor the health of ecosystem diversity, under 
threat from human impacts, and pinpoint areas 
in need of protection. To read more, please visit: 
http://gbf.org/dna-barcoding/

Researching cage aquaculture 
impacts on ecosystems
Expansion of net-pen (or cage), aquaculture 
operations in the Great Lakes is advancing. 
Ontario is unique in Great Lakes jurisdictions 
allowing net-pen aquaculture in public water. 
GBF is compiling freshwater research and exam-
ining data with the UofG to determine if high 
density net-pen aquaculture poses a threat to 
the safety of the ecosystem. More information at:
http://gbf.org/net-pen-aquaculture/

Evaluating habitat for declining fish 
species to help prioritize sites for 
remedial action
With Walleye, Lake Sturgeon and Sucker species 
on the decline in areas of Eastern Georgian Bay, 
GBF is partnering with the Eastern Georgian 
Bay Stewardship Council on its  32-month project 

to survey eight tributaries within the Parry 
Sound District. For more information, please visit: 
http://gbf.org/2016/03/21/fish-tributaries-
help/

Water Quality
Standardizing a water quality protocol
GBF continues its two-year partnership with the 
Georgian Bay Biosphere Reserve and other key 
partners to harmonize water testing protocols. 
Until recently, there were 15 different water-
testing protocols across the Bay. Tracking water 
quality data more consistently will better inform 
water quality research and government decision 
making and allow for scientific comparisons 
between regions. More information at:
http://gbf.org/standard-water-quality/

Water Levels
Creating climate resilience by providing 
structural solutions for adaptive 
management in the Great Lakes
GBF retained the services of AECOM, a highly 
respected global engineering firm, to assess 
and recommend contemporary climate resilient 
structural options to mitigate plausible future 
extreme water levels of Lake Michigan-Huron 
and Georgian Bay. More information at:
http://gbf.org/water-levels/creating-climate-
resilience/

Education
Driving awareness of the threats 
to Georgian Bay’s ecosystems
Educating the public and governments regarding 
environmental protection, conservation, the safety 
and preservation of the water and the natural 
features of Georgian Bay enhances public ap-
preciation for the environment. For recent topics 
such as Keeping Georgian Bay Beaches Healthy,  
Microplastics and more, visit: gbf.org. Join our 
email list and follow us on Facebook, Twittter, 
and Instagram.

mailto:ed@gbf.org
http://www.gbf.org
http://gbf.org/invasive-phragmites/
http://gbf.org/dna-barcoding/
http://gbf.org/net-pen-aquaculture/
http://gbf.org/2016/03/21/fish-tributaries-help/Water
http://gbf.org/2016/03/21/fish-tributaries-help/
http://gbf.org/2016/03/21/fish-tributaries-help/Water
http://gbf.org/standard-water-quality/
http://gbf.org/water-levels/creating-climate-resilience/Education
http://gbf.org/water-levels/creating-climate-resilience/
http://gbf.org/water-levels/creating-climate-resilience/Education
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CHAIR’S MESSAGE

PAY IT FORWARD

WELCOME NEW BOARD MEMBERS

By Peter Singer

We need your support now more than 
ever!  Newspapers are laced with 
changing opinions, embraced by so 

many, concerning the environment. The dimin-
ishing anxiety for the future of our planet is 
becoming aggressive preference for develop-
ment, at any expense. Look no further than 
across the border where the current US Admin-
istration plans to essentially abandon the 
$300-million Great Lakes Restoration Initiative. 
This legislation, enacted in 2010 has had much 
success to date but remains uncompleted. 

As a part of the Great Lakes, our precious Georgian 
Bay, is vulnerable to any cessation of restoration 
activities and we should be alarmed by this turn 
of events.

On a personal note, I have just enjoyed 
a milestone birthday. This has found me reflect-
ing on how I would like to see my generation 
remembered by those that follow. The Baby 
Boomers enjoy a privileged existence and have 
had the opportunity to enjoy the Bay’s pristine 
nature. As my generation “gets on”, it is easy to 
become complacent about the immediate future, 

but what about our children and what about 
their children? We need to set an example and 
act responsibly ensuring that we make the deci-
sions necessary to guard the Bay waters. It is our 
turn to “pay it forward”.

Georgian Bay Forever will shortly be having 
its Annual General Meeting. We bid farewell to 
an outstanding director, Rod Jones, who has 
served GBF for 6 years and whose advice and 
counsel will be missed. Through Rod’s senior 
position with Canada Steamship Lines, he 
brought a unique commercial perspective to the 
work of GBF and as a lifelong cottager, he will 
continue to foster a deep concern for the qual-
ity of the water. We sincerely thank Rod for his 
dedication and many contributions.

At the AGM, I will also have the honour of 
passing the Chair position to Anne Randall. Anne 
has been with the Board for three years and 
served, very successfully, as the Chair of Fund 
Development and Vice-chair of the Board. As 
a senior executive with large healthcare founda-
tions, Anne has the experience and governance 
knowledge to take GBF to the next level. We will 
be in very capable hands.

I leave GBF very grateful for the opportunity 
to have served as a board member and then as 
Chair. It has truly been an enriching experience 
and a great pleasure to work with such a dedi-
cated staff and board all working tirelessly to 
achieve the organization’s goals. I feel privileged 
to have been a part of the important work of GBF.

Committed environmentalists, educators 
and devotees of The Bay, Georgian Bay 
Forever is proud to announce these new 
volunteers to our board.

To read more about their professional 
experience and personal passions, please 
visit  http://gbf.org/who-we-are/board-of-
directors/

Doug Heintzman Laren Stadelman Paul Emond

Board Directors Anne Randell (Vice-Chair), Peter Singer (Chair), and Rod Jones

http://gbf.org/who-we-are/board-of-directors/Doug
http://gbf.org/who-we-are/board-of-directors/
http://gbf.org/who-we-are/board-of-directors/Doug
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IMPORTANT NEWS

NEW RULES UNDER THE 
INVASIVE SPECIES ACT 

Cottagers and other recreational users of 
Georgian Bay are not the only ones who 
recognize plants and animals that don’t 

belong. The Environmental Commissioner 
of Ontario (ECO) has recognized invasive 
species as being “one of the biggest threats to 
biodiversity globally”. 

Clear evidence of the importance of the 
issue is Ontario’s Invasive Species Act, 2015, 
which is Canada’s first standalone piece of leg-
islation addressing invasive species like those 
that threaten the Great Lakes and Georgian Bay.

Invasive species are non-native species, 
whether plants, fish or other organisms, that 
harm or are likely to harm our natural environ-
ment. They invade ecosystems and consequently 
hurt the economy because of advantages they 
have over native species.

The Act, which came into force November 3, 
2016, gives the Ontario government the power 
to identify, prohibit, control and monitor certain 
species, to enforce restrictions laid out in the 
Act and to hand out fines and even jail time for 
contravening them. The purpose of the Act is: 
first, to prevent new invasive species from es-
tablishing in Ontario, and second, to control the 
spread of established species and remove them 
from the province.

The Act only applies to invasive species 
designated in regulations or by the Minister of 
Natural Resources and Forestry. The province 
recently introduced Regulation 354/16, listing 
the first 19 invasive species to which the Act 
applies. The Regulation lists Prohibited inverte-
brates, Prohibited plants, Prohibited fish, and 
Restricted plants. “Prohibited” invasive species 
are those not yet present in Ontario, while 

“Restricted” invasive species are species already 
established here that we want to prevent 
from spreading.

The newly Prohibited species are the 16 
“Least Wanted Aquatic Invasive Species” that the 
Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Governors and 
Premiers jointly committed to block from the 
Great Lakes basin. The list includes four species 
of Asian carp, which have not yet established in 
Ontario but have been spotted in the Great Lakes 
and threaten ecosystems in Georgian Bay. Three 
of the four species eat phyto- or zooplankton 
essential to the food chain. Additionally, the 
20-kilogram silver carp can harm boaters and 
water-skiers when it jumps out of the water.

Adam Chamberlain and 
Katie Butler (Student-at-Law)

The Regulation lists three Restricted plants, 
including Phragmites, the tall, grassy plant that 
threatens Georgian Bay’s coastal wetland 
ecosystems by choking out other grasses. Also 
Restricted are Japanese knotweed and two spe-
cies of dog-strangling vine, which grow along 
Collingwood’s Harbourview Park boardwalk and 
the shores of White’s Bay, respectively.

The Act and Regulation ban the possession, 
transport, release, import, breeding, purchase 
and sale of Prohibited and Restricted species, 
with some exceptions. For Restricted species 
which already have a foothold in Ontario, like 
invasive Phragmites, possession is not an offence 
so long as the conditions in the regulations are 
complied with. It is further human-engineered 
spread that is to be managed.

Licensed fishers who happen to catch 
Prohibited fish species are exempt, as are boat-
ers who find Water Soldier or European Water 
Chestnut—two Prohibited plants—hitching a ride 
on their boats, so long as these fishers and 
boaters ensure that the species are immediate-
ly destroyed and prevented from spreading. 
For boaters, this means destroying the plants 
before going over land or entering another body 
of water. There are conditional Restricted species 

exceptions (for research, for example), but bringing 
a Restricted invasive species into a provincial 
park or conservation area is strictly prohibited.

To control a particular invasive species or 
its carriers, certain areas can now be designated 

“invasive species control areas”; this power could 
be used to monitor high-risk areas like ports. 

“Carriers” can be anything capable of hosting or 
facilitating the movement of an invasive species.

The province’s commitment to block these 
species from the Great Lakes isn’t the only rea-
son change was needed. Before this Act, invasive 
species could only be addressed through a patch-
work of other legislation. Having one central Act 
facilitates detection and investigation measures. 
The new Act empowers inspectors to enter any 
land in Ontario to survey it for invasive species. 
They can enter buildings in some circumstances 
and can enter homes with the resident’s permis-
sion or a warrant. Similarly, they can stop boats, 
vehicles and aircraft. Conservation officers 
and park wardens can also enforce the Act and 
investigate offences.

New penalties should help ensure compliance. 
For breaking rules in the Act or regulations, 
individuals could face fines of up to $250,000, 

In Ontario, there are two categories of 
invasive species in the provincial law: 
PROHIBITED AND RESTRICTED.

Prohibited

It is illegal to import, possess, deposit, release, 
transport, breed/grow, buy, sell, lease or trade 
these prohibited invasive species in Ontario:

Fish
Asian carp (bighead carp, black carp, grass carp, 
silver carp), snakeheads, stone moroko,
wels catfish, zander

Aquatic invertebrates
Golden mussel, killer shrimp, yabby (crayfish)

Plants
Brazilian elodea (aka Brazilian waterweed), 
European water chestnut, hydrilla,
parrot feather, water soldier

Restricted

In Ontario, it is illegal to import, deposit, 
release, breed/grow, buy, sell, lease or trade 
these four restricted species:

Plants
• Dog-strangling vine
(aka pale swallowwort)

• Black dog-strangling vine
(aka black swallowwort)

• Japanese knotweed
• Phragmites
(aka European common reed) 

For more information including exceptions, 
please visit https://www.ontario.
ca/page/stop-spread-invasive-species. 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/stop-spread-invasive-species
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IMPORTANT NEWS 

How this Act applies to 
invasive Phragmites
Q: Can landowners who leave established 
invasive Phragmites be forced to manage 
them or be subject to fines? 
A: No. They can be encouraged to par-
ticipate in management efforts through 
education. They cannot cultivate the plant.
Q: If I am using the selective cut process 
for management and disposal, and need 
to store or transport cut stalks, am I 
committing an office under the Act? 
A: No. 

Visit http://gbf.org/invasive-phragmites/
faqs_invasive_species_act/ for answers 
to these questions, and more, or email us 
at heather.sargeant@gbf.org.

one year in jail, or both, for a first offence, and 
up to $500,000, one year in jail, or both, for 
a subsequent offence. Corporate offenders face 
steeper fines. The maximum fine can be multi-
plied by the number of invasive species involved 
in the offence and increased if the person prof-
ited. Penalties can also include an order to cease 
certain activities or remedy harm done. There 
are defences for individuals who tried to prevent 
the offence or who acted honestly, believing 
their conduct was innocent.

The Act facilitates swifter responses to 
invasions. The Minister can now create preven-
tion and response plans, early detection practices 
and eradication measures, including chemical 
treatments, biological control and destruction 
of carriers. If Ministry responses should result 
in property damage, this can be compensated.

But more will need to be done to address other 
invasive species already established in Ontario. 
In a news release accompanying the Regulation, 
the government conceded that the 19 species 
listed “represent a small segment of the total 
number of invasive species that have the poten-
tial to be introduced into Ontario or have already 
become established”. The invasive zebra mussel, 
which has gained notoriety in the Great Lakes 
for its tendency to clog water intake pipes, 
is notably missing from the new Restricted 
species list.

Although the Environmental Commissioner 
of Ontario Dr. Dianne Saxe has commended the 
government for passing the law, she thinks that 
it lacks a broad-scale program to monitor bio-
diversity. She also noted that “most of the hard 
front-line work is still left to municipalities, 

By David Sweetnam

GEORGIAN BAY GUARDIANS UNITE!

As another unusual winter season comes 
to a close, we are preparing to welcome 
everyone back to our beautiful Bay. 

Water temperatures remained about two de-
grees above average throughout the winter and 
the air temperatures were also relatively warm. 
As a result, not much evaporation occurred leav-
ing water levels just slightly below where they 
were last year… but still slightly above the long-
term average. This will help the Bay fight off new 
infections of invasive Phragmites.

We hope that all of our dedicated Phrag-
busters will come out in droves again this year 
to help us get rid of the established stands. We 
need to keep up the pressure on these undesir-
able plants now listed in the Invasive Species 
Act of Ontario. Please contact us to learn about 
Phragbusting opportunities in your community, 
and check out our website for information on 

how to identify this destructive plant to see if it 
has established itself in your area.

GBF is also proud to support young careers 
in environmental protection. We will be sharing 
the employment costs of student Phragbusters 
with community organizations in Collingwood, 
Honey Harbour, and Cognashene. In addition, 
a well-deserved salute goes out to the Georgian 
Bay Township for making a total of $15,000 
available this summer. Get your local group’s 
application approved to access these resources 
in support of community-based coastal Phragmites 
eradication efforts. 

Sadly, there are still a few sites in the Bay 
where there aren’t enough volunteers or funding 
to address severe eighteen-foot-tall infestations. 
GBF is working with the Ontario Phragmites 
Working Group and governments to develop 
tools that will help us win the battle in those 

critical areas. Check our website for updates 
on our progress.

There is a timely and growing need for 
Georgian Bay communities to directly partici-
pate in the guardianship of the Bay, and GBF is 
with you. 

By focusing on protecting the water, so crucial 
to the success of our combined efforts, our re-
search, education and hands-on protection of 
the Bay are making a huge difference and keeping 
Georgian Bay on the international map. 

We deeply appreciate your support. 
Please help us with your time and 
your dollars.

Asian carp, silver carp species

conservation authorities and private landowners. 
They can’t do it all without provincial guidance, 
help, co-ordination or funding.”

Nevertheless, this Act lays the foundation 
necessary for quicker responses to future inva-
sions while also setting out some preventative 
measures. With the current levels of global trade, 
it’s not so much a matter of if certain invasive 
species will establish themselves in Ontario, but 
when, making it all the more important that we 
have rules in place now.

http://gbf.org/invasive-phragmites/faqs_invasive_species_act/
mailto:heather.sargeant@gbf.org
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IMPORTANT NEWS

Community Breakout Map
GBF has or is working with people and/or organizations in 

communities around Georgian Bay (as shown) on 
Phragmites management.

2015 2016 2017
Jan–Mar

THANK YOU PHRAGBUSTING VOLUNTEERS! 
YOUR EFFORTS GET BIGGER AND BETTER 
EVERY YEAR. 
On behalf of Georgian Bay, this BIG 
thank you isn’t enough!
In 2016, large numbers of you: 
✓ Learned more about Phragmites by visiting 

www.gbf.org Phragmites training pages 
2,633 times. 

✓ Honed skills, by watching about 36 hours of 
Phragmites training videos.

✓ Attended live presentations around The 
Bay and in Toronto to learn about invasive 
Phragmites. 

✓ Coordinated volunteer groups ranging in size 
from 5 to 89 volunteers on your Phrag cut. 

✓ Made a financial contribution to support edu-
cation, outreach, training and growth of the 
Phragbuster movement around Georgian Bay.

You make a difference
✓ Your time and support maintaining the 

biodiversity of Georgian Bay wetlands in the 
war against the Phragmites invader is deeply 
valued, contributing, as it does, to saving our 
ecological integrity. 

✓ Your help enables a variety of native plants to 
survive, allowing them to function properly as 
part of healthy coastal wetlands. 

✓ Your support saves habitat for species like 
turtles and frogs who can’t navigate dense 
Phragmites patches.

✓ Well over 35,000 kilograms of invasive 
Phragmites have been removed since this 
program started!

GBF has been singing your praises to the 
media and your community-based Phragbusting 
efforts are inspiring others! 

Our messages about invasive Phragmites 
have reached more than 450,000 people with 
media coverage:
✓ On The Bay Magazine and tvo.org in 2016 
✓ Reports on four Ontario radio stations in 2017
✓ Several online and print articles in local media 

around Georgian Bay. 
Great appreciation goes to Sue and Kevin 

Lennon of Trillium Corporate Communications 
for their help spreading the message. 

We can’t stop now! 
It will take the continued efforts of many volun-
teers to rid the Bay of this plant. Please donate 
and continue to volunteer in 2017 to build on the 

success of the amazing communities, partners, 
collaborators and information sharers below:
• Bayfield Nares Islanders Association 

Phragmites leader, Anne Stewart
• Blackstone Harbour 

Phragmites leader, Susan DiGravio
• Camp Hurontario
• Cognashene 

Phragmites leader, Sandy Thompson
• Copperhead and Sans Souci 

Phragmites leader, Katherine Denune
• Georgian Bay Association 

representing 4000 families
• Georgian Bay Township
• Go Home Bay and the Madawaska Club 

Phragmites leader, Kelly Killoran
• Honey Harbour Association 

Phragmites leader, Kathryn Davis (See more 
at http://bit.ly/2pty75j)

• Mill Lake 
Phragmites leaders, Tom and Sharon Scanlan

• Ontario Goods Roads Association
• Ontario Ministry of Transportation
• Pointe au Baril and Sturgeon Bay 

Phragmites contact, Scott Sheard
• Tay Township 

Phragmites partners, Councillor Root and 
Manager of Parks, Bryan Anderson. See fun 
video at https://youtu.be/3LJ9zyn4ufU.

• The Ontario Invasive Plant Council and the 
Ontario Phragmites Working Group

• Tiny Township
• Township of the Archipelago 

Mike Kearns, Manager Public Works TOA
• Wasaga Beach Provincial Park and Craigleith 

Provincial Park 
Stormie Choi, former coordinator for the Parks

• Wasaga Bluewater Condo Director, 
Ian Cookson

• Wikwemikong First Nations 
Theodore Flamand, Species at Risk Coordinator

• Wymbolwood Beach 
Phragmites researcher and educator, 
Lynn Short

• Woods Bay and Friends of Massasauga 
Heather Sargeant and Sue McPhedran (see 
fun video at  https://youtu.be/jP-mt1maQJY)

• So many more, including YOU!

http://www.gbf.org
http://bit.ly/2pty75j
https://youtu.be/3LJ9zyn4ufU
https://youtu.be/jP-mt1maQJY
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Community Breakout Map

WHAT YOU 
CAN DO
We are on the cusp of a major invasion and 
the battle to save our precious wetlands is 
just beginning! Over 180 non-native, includ-
ing several invasive species, have the 
potential to devastate native flora and 
fauna, fish and coastal habitat in the Great 
Lakes and Georgian Bay.

GBF, since our formation in 1995, has 
been championing the preservation and 
guardianship of the Bay, fighting against all 
known threats to our water and, in the last 
five years, has been leading the charge 
against Phragmites (one of Canada's worst 
invasive plants). We foresaw its intrusion 
would change the biodiversity of Georgian 
Bay’s coastal wetlands and sadly, this pre-
diction is coming true in parts of the Bay.

Help us to plan strategically, making 
the most critically efficient moves to win 
this war, together! You can help in the 
following ways:

✓ Donate monthly to GBF
Remove the pressure of remembering to 
send in your gift annually, and spread your 
gift out more manageably. Please contact 
us at https://georgianbayforever.org or email 
amber.gordon-bunn@georgianbayforever.
org to investigate how your giving can be 
switched from annual to monthly to help 
GBF plan more efficiently.

✓ Volunteer to be a Phragbuster!
Please visit http://gbf.org/georgian-bay-
phragbuster-groups and volunteer with your 
local Georgian Bay group, or set up one of  
your own.

✓ Tips
Buy native plants, clean your equipment 
when travelling (boats and your clothing), 
do not release live bait, buy firewood where 
you burn it, learn about and report invasives. 
Great resources and information at http://
gbf.org/invasive-species-awareness-week/

OF THE MANY, MANY 
HIGHLIGHTS, HERE ARE TWO:
Collingwood, 
2015–2016
Community partnerships: Georgian Bay Forever, 
Nottawasaga Conservation Valley Authority, 
Environment and Climate Change Canada, Town 
of Collingwood, the RBC Blue Water Project and 
Blue Mountain Watershed Trust.

“We were thrilled that more than 130 
volunteers, students and town staff stepped up 
and contributed 1100 hours of their own time 
to help us remove 15 metric tons of Phragmites 
from Collingwood’s shoreline,” said David Sweetnam, Executive Director of Georgian Bay Forever. 
Read the full report at http://bit.ly/2n6T5Is. The project was also recognized 'online' by Ramsar, an 
intergovernmental treaty that provides the framework for national action and international coop-
eration for the conservation and wise use of wetlands and their resources involving contracting 
parties from 90% of the United Nations member states.

For 2017, as we go to print, we are excited to announce that the RBC Blue Water Project has 
granted Georgian Bay Forever $32,000 towards Phragmites fighting in Southern Georgian Bay, and 
our ultimate goal of eradicating it from Georgian Bay—FOREVER!

Honey Harbour
Accomplishments in 2016 included mapping 
about 140 sites, cutting 40 stands of Phragmites,  
which amounted to over 500 square metres of 
dense Phrag and 60 square meters of scattered 
Phragmites. The Honey Harbour Association in 
conjunction with Georgian Bay Forever hired 
two amazing Student Ambassadors in 2016, Kristin 
Koetsier and Robert Davis. The job postings are 
out for 2017 on www.gbf.org at time of print. 
Kathryn is also looking for your volunteer help! 
Join the team!

Did you know Phragmites adapt well to higher water and fluctuations? 
Don’t stop cutting because the water is higher. 
Phragmites thrive in and like low water conditions, but did you know that this plant adapts 
well to fluctuating water levels including high water? Phragmites has developed an ability to 
both trap air on the root's surface and to pump air into its hollow rhizomes to allow it to sur-
vive extended submersion during high water or flooding periods. In Georgian Bay this means 
that Phragmites has been observed growing in six to nine feet of water. 

Key takeaway
In order to flood these hollow internal systems, Phragmites must be cut well below the water 
surface, as close as you can to the sediment level. For more information, please visit http://
greatlakesPhragmites.net/files/Sorrell_PhragFloodingWebinar.pdf 1

1 Jensen, L. A., Sorrell, B., Pedersen, O. & Brix, H. Phragmites 
Snorkelling: How does it survive water level fluctuations. 
Retrieved from http://greatlakesPhragmites.net/files/Sor-
rell_PhragFloodingWebinar.pdf.

What an amazing summer and what an amazing 
community of Phragbusters!!! 
            —Community leader, Kathryn Davis 

https://georgianbayforever.org
http://gbf.org/georgian-bay-phragbuster-groups
http://gbf.org/georgian-bay-phragbuster-groups
http://gbf.org/georgian-bay-phragbuster-groups
http://gbf.org/invasive-species-awareness-week/
http://gbf.org/invasive-species-awareness-week/
http://bit.ly/2n6T5Is
http://www.gbf.org
http://greatlakesPhragmites.net/files/Sorrell_PhragFloodingWebinar.pdf
http://greatlakesPhragmites.net/files/Sorrell_PhragFloodingWebinar.pdf
http://greatlakesPhragmites.net/files/Sor-rell_PhragFloodingWebinar.pdf
http://greatlakesPhragmites.net/files/Sor-rell_PhragFloodingWebinar.pdf
http://greatlakesPhragmites.net/files/Sor-rell_PhragFloodingWebinar.pdf
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A LAKE ERIE PILOT PROJECT 
RESCUING COASTAL WETLANDS 
FROM INVASIVE PHRAGMITES

Why does Rondeau Bay and Long Point 
(Lake Erie) need emergency measures 
with regards to Phragmites? 
Phragmites australis, subspecies australis 
(Phragmites) has been a concern in Ontario for 
a number of years. Due to its aggressive nature, 
Phragmites easily out-competes native vegeta-
tion, which can lead to a loss of native biodiversity, 
impacts to hydrology, recreation, and the 
economy. The impacts of Phragmites in the 
southeastern region of Canada are becoming 
more severe each year, due to its rapid expan-
sion rate and ability to grow both on land and 
in shallow water, where effective aquatic man-
agement tools currently are not available for use 
in Ontario. 

Provincial and federal assessment and 
recovery documents have indicated that 
approximately 25% of Ontario Species at Risk 
(SAR) are impacted by the threats created by 
Phragmites. In areas where Phragmites has 
established dense stands, composing >75% 
of a given area, native vegetation struggles 
to receive sunlight, and wildlife is unable to 
effectively forage and shelter. 

The coastal marshes of Rondeau and Long 
Point are two of the very few remaining coastal 
wetlands along Lake Erie that maintain naturally 
sustainable and favourable water flow condi-
tions and functions. Rondeau Bay and the Long 
Point region are home to more SAR, including 
wetland-dependent species, than anywhere else 
in the province of Ontario. Both of these sites 
have received provincial, national, and global 
recognition for their unique habitat and species 
compositions. The pilot project undertaken by 
the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry 
(MNRF) in the fall of 2016 as part of an Emergency 

Registration involved a combination of aerial 
and ground herbicide treatments to control 
Phragmites in wet areas at Rondeau Provincial 
Park and in the Long Point area.

This project was initiated to help protect 
the significant natural values of these 
important wetland ecosystems, that 
had reached their ecological tipping 
points due to the rapid rate of Phrag-
mites expansion, and were in danger of 
being lost.

The process and partners
In 2016, Health Canada approved an Emergency 
Registration application from MNRF to conduct 
herbicide application in wet areas, to control 
Phragmites within Rondeau Provincial Park and 
the Long Point area. The project also required 
permits and authorizations from Fisheries and 
Oceans Canada, the Ministry of Environment 
and Climate Change. Various public outreach 
events and information sessions were held in 
the Long Point area, and notices were hand 
delivered to residents living within a designated 
radius of the treatment sites. A Category B 
environmental assessment was completed for 
Rondeau Provincial Park under A Class Environ-
mental Assessment for Provincial Parks and 
Conservation Reserves. The Ontario Invasive 
Plant Council posted live updates of the treat-
ment work as it was occurring on their working 
group website, as well as treatment maps and 
implementation plan details. MNRF developed 
communication, implementation, mitigation 
and monitoring plans for the project. MNRF has 
partnered with the University of Waterloo to 
conduct an environmental survey to monitor 
and evaluate the results of the project and the 
effectiveness of the herbicide treatment.

This project would not have been possible 
without the support and contributions from many 
partners: MNRF staff, Nature Conservancy of 
Canada (NCC), Ducks Unlimited Canada (DUC), 
University of Waterloo, Bird Studies Canada, 
Ontario Invasive Plant Council, Long Point 
Waterfowlers’ Association, Rondeau Bay Water-
fowlers, and Long Point Ratepayers’ Association.

The challenges
As one can expect, seeking approval for an 
Emergency Registration of an herbicide for use 
in an aquatic environment for the control of in-
vasive Phragmites is challenging. MNRF planned 
for more than a year before applying to Health 
Canada’s Pest Management Regulatory Agency.  
This included initial discussions with local resi-
dents and stakeholders, as well as ecological 
surveys, data collection, and mapping. This proj-
ect was an effective partnership across divisions 
within MNRF, as well as other provincial and fed-
eral conservation organizations such as NCC, 
DUC and local partners. 

Some additional challenges that had an 
impact on the success of this project were re-
lated to weather conditions. Although we were 
fortunate enough to have great weather during 
the aerial and ground herbicide application stag-
es of this project in the fall, the winter months 
were unable to provide appropriate conditions 
to follow up with mechanical control methods 
in the form of rolling and burning for the entire 
treatment area. 

The goals of the pilot project
Monitoring the results of herbicide treatment 
will continue throughout 2017. The effectiveness 
of the treatment in the Long Point area and Ron-
deau Provincial Park from the work completed 
in 2016 will unfold in the spring/early summer of 
2017 when we are able to complete vegetation 
surveys and measure the level of re-growth. 
From these results, areas of possible re-treat-
ment will be identified. There will be lots of 
information emerging throughout the summer 
of 2017, so stay tuned!

Notes from Georgian Bay Forever 

We’ll keep you updated on this project.

Important Takeaway: These cases show 
it is so vital to control invasive Phragmites 
early before it gets overwhelming and to 
the point of emergency! Join the Georgian 
Bay Phragbusters movement at gbf.org.

Rondeau Provincial Park, treatment area. 
Photo: Alex Meilutis

Alex Meilutis, 
Assistant Ecologist, 
Ministry of 
Natural Resources 
and Forestry
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GRASS CARP, A SPECIES OF ASIAN 
CARP, IS IN THE GREAT LAKES

By Heather Sargeant

Why we need more legislation, 
enforcement and continued 
protections — not less
In January, we had a devastating wake-up call 
that grass carp had arrived in Lakes Michigan, 
and Erie. Grass carp, one of four species of Asian 
carp, is considered a huge threat to the Great 
Lakes freshwater ecosystems. A very worrisome 
species, it consumes aquatic vegetation at 
a massive rate destroying fish and aquatic hab-
itat. (The other Asian carp species consume 
plankton.) Protecting crucial habitat and spawn-
ing grounds for native Great Lakes aquatic life, 
and ultimately their very existence, is of critical 
concern. “Consumption of aquatic vegetation 
by Grass Carp…may lead to…high potential 
consequence[s]…for 33 of 136 fishes assessed; 
and for 18 of 47 bird species assessed…”* 

Sporadic findings of fertile grass carp 
are increasing
Becky Cudmore, Asian carp program manager 
for Canada’s fisheries and oceans agency noted 
that there have been 23 findings since 2012. 
While sterile fish findings currently outnumber 
fertile fish, the latter are being found with in-
creasing frequency and will become established 
in Lakes Erie, Huron, Michigan, and Ontario 
within 10 years without further enforcement and 
protection measures. 

Call to action! Further Asian carp 
incursions need to be stopped
The Chicago Area Waterway System (CAWS), 
which is the man-made connection between the 
Mississippi Basin and the Great Lakes Basin, is 
thought to be the likely pathway for Lake Michigan. 
While for Lake Erie, the most likely causeway 
is through human release. That’s why stronger 
regulations and enforcement measures like 
Ontario’s Invasive Species Act are so important, 
as well as further action on bigger prevention 
initiatives like the physical separation of the ba-
sins. A number of other important prevention 
methods being studied include further physical 
controls and biological methods. 

At risk: preventative measures 
and protections 
One huge constraint to prevention is recent 
US executive branch policy under the Trump 
administration. The administration delayed the 

US Army Corps of Engineers' (USACE) release of 
the Brandon Road Study originally slated for 
February 2017. This study is an assessment of 
controls in a strategically located “choke point” 
near Brandon road. The controls were designed 
to enhance prevention of aquatic nuisance spe-
cies like Asian carp from entering into the Great 
Lakes basin from the Mississippi Basin and to 
provide information for improving risk reduction 
on two-way transfer between the basins. It is 
not clear why the administration delayed the 
release of the estimated $8.2-million 46-month 
report and as of March 28th there was no 
updated timeline for its release.

Further proposals by the US executive 
branch not only delay much needed action to 
stop Asian carp, but essentially plan to gut many 
protection and restoration measures for the 
Great Lakes. The administration has proposed 
eliminating almost $300-million in annual fund-
ing for the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative 
(GLRI) and, with other measures, effectively 
reducing the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) by about 31% . The US executive branch is 
dismantling the US Climate Action Plan, which 
essentially means that they will likely not meet 
their carbon reduction responsibilities under 
the Paris agreement. One example of potential 
consequences if these proposals are not 
stopped follows.

The GLRI, a popular bipartisan initiative 
“combats invasive species, curbs nutrient-fuelled 
algae blooms, cleans up toxic messes and 
restores sensitive fish and wildlife habitat.” 
David Ullrich, executive director of The Great 
Lakes St. Lawrence Cities Initiative representing 
more than 125 US and Canadian mayors, has 
been widely quoted as saying, “Cuts of this mag-
nitude would be devastating to the efforts of our 
two countries over the past five decades to 
restore the resource.”* “Ullrich said the cuts 
would also undermine all of the lake restoration 
and protection efforts underway by local govern-
ments, which are collectively far more significant 
than the federal restoration initiative launched 
by the Obama administration in 2010.”*

The Georgian Bay Association has written 
a number of online articles with information on 
recent US pronouncements and what you can 
do. Find one example here: http://www.geor-
gianbayassociation.com/us-budget-cuts-to-
epa-threaten-great-lakes-protection-funding/.
Not only do we need to be concerned with 

enfeebling environmental protections in the 
US, but we also need to examine our own 
Canadian attitudes.

One of GBF’s donors, The RBC Blue Water 
Project, recently released the 2017 RBC Canadian 
Water Attitudes Study, which notes that 
Canadians see our water resource as a part of 
Canada’s national identity. Outside of Alberta, 
water is considered our most important natural 
resource. RBC notes that we have conflicting 
attitudes—on the one hand, we revere our water 

—but on the other hand, we don’t assume enough 
responsibility for its protection. Here are two 
examples they cite:
• “For the 10th year in a row, Canadians named

water our most valuable natural resource. Yet 
we remain world-class water wasters and 
report taking fewer actions to conserve water 
last year than we did in 2008.”*

• “Canadians feel more personally at risk when
it comes to droughts and floods than in the
past. However, one-in-four Canadians think
climate change will have no impact on our fresh 
water. Even with considerable efforts to raise 
climate change awareness, this is a higher 
number today than it was in 2009.”*

Climate change is impacting the
freshwater of the Great Lakes
Long-term monitoring shows surface water 
temperature increases (up 3.5°C in the last cen-
tury) impact the formation of ice in the Great
Lakes (down 71% overall from 1973-2010). These 
impacts and changes need vigilant studying,
monitoring and solutions—not denial.

* We thank all references and sources for this article. They are 
listed in full at http://bit.ly/2nVpSlD.

Grass carp, a species of Asian 
carp ©Joseph R. Tomelleri 

http://www.geor-gianbayassociation.com/us-budget-cuts-to-epa-threaten-great-lakes-protection-funding/
http://www.geor-gianbayassociation.com/us-budget-cuts-to-epa-threaten-great-lakes-protection-funding/
http://www.geor-gianbayassociation.com/us-budget-cuts-to-epa-threaten-great-lakes-protection-funding/
http://www.geor-gianbayassociation.com/us-budget-cuts-to-epa-threaten-great-lakes-protection-funding/
http://www.geor-gianbayassociation.com/us-budget-cuts-to-epa-threaten-great-lakes-protection-funding/
http://bit.ly/2nVpSlD
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THE BLENKARNS
by Amber Gordon-Bunn

When David was a teenager he took 
a life-changing canoe trip out into 
the pristine waters of the Bay. 

Surrounded by the beauty of our great Canadian 
shield, venturing from island to island and 
admiring the windswept pines that stretch into 
the horizon, he felt a deep attachment to it. 
David’s love began during this time which 
remains deeply rooted in his spirit.

In 1967, he married Shelagh, who also 
delighted in David’s love for the Canadian Shield. 
Every summer they launched their canoe for 
a few days of back to nature, often ending up in 
Georgian Bay. After the purchase of a power boat, 
they travelled through the Trent Severn water-
way into the big water of the Bay discovering 
favourite anchorages along the eastern side—
Shawanaga River being one.

When son Andy and daughter Wendy were 
old enough, they also enjoyed the annual canoe 
trips. For as long as the kids can remember, they 
have both been enchanted by the beauty and 
peace found on the waters of the Bay. They grew 
up swimming, fishing, canoeing and exploring 
and relaxing on the smooth, flat rocks, feet 
dangling in the water. 

In the winter of 1994, after completing 
University Andy moved to the big city for work, 
where he married Tonia who shared his passion 
for political activism and the outdoors. They 
both had steady jobs in the city, but it never 
really felt like home. Andy felt a deep sense of 

“returning” whenever he ventured north and saw 
the rock faces emerge on the highway 69 corri-
dor. That was when talk of “the dream” began. 

It took three years, the birth of their children, 
Michael and Christopher, and deep soul search-
ing. What did this dream really look like and how 
might it impact the family? But one day in 1998, 
Andy saw Desmasdon’s Boat Works in the little 
hamlet of Pointe au Baril and fell in love. That 
night, he and his dad, David, camped up the 
Shawanaga River for a heart-to-heart. Andy 
clearly remembers his dad saying to him, 

“Do what you love, live where you love.” That 
night, Andy made the decision that this was 
where he wanted to raise his family. Now, he just 
had to talk Tonia into it.

They spoke about the challenges they’d face 
and Tonia kept an open mind and heart. Then 
they ventured up to explore this village and Andy 
took Tonia on a boat ride out over the pristine 
waters. This was the first time Tonia had been 
immersed in the vast and unique topography of 
the Archipelago landscape and waters of the 
Bay. She said, “It was life changing—like a Group 
of Seven painting coming to life. I have never 
experienced anything like it. It was unbelievable 
and breathtaking”. And that was how they came 
to be the owners of Desmasdon’s, a full service 
marina and construction company up in a little 
hamlet on the coast of Georgian Bay.

After this momentous move, it felt natural 
that their extended family would invest in 
the area around them. This was all David and 
Shelagh needed to retire their boat living 
and buy a summer home on Look Out Island on 
the Bay. They have created a bustling family cot-
tage that is always full of friends and family 
throughout the summer. Treasured memories 

include many Saturday nights around the table 
and lazy days on the dock gazing at the boat traf-
fic going to and fro past the Pointe au Baril 
lighthouse. David and Shelagh welcome their 
daughter, Wendy, her husband, Bruce Campbell, 
and their children Sydney, Ben and Sarah every 
summer. The Blenkarns are thrilled that the ex-
periences on the Bay, made possible by the 
cottage and Marina/Construction business, have 
given all of the family members the spiritual 
peace that comes from being in touch with 
nature. David and Shelagh delight in watching 
their grandkids swim from shoal to shoal, fish, 
kayak and canoe along the shoreline and explore 
the island looking for blueberries. 

Two of their grandsons, Michael and 
Christopher, who grew up in the small commu-
nity of Pointe au Baril, loved the Bay and 
everything it had to offer. As they grew to young 
men, however, they were anxious to spread their 
wings and leave for any big city. They followed 
their yearnings and are both attending univer-
sity in Ottawa. Now when they return home, they 
are thankful for the life lessons that their parents, 
as community activists, provided them. 
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PARRY SOUND MARINE

“THE BAYKEEPER” INDICATES THAT GEORGIAN BAY FOREVER IS A MEMBER OF THE WATERKEEPER ALLIANCE, A GLOBAL MOVEMENT  
OF ON-THE-WATER ADVOCATES WHO PATROL AND PROTECT OVER 100,000 MILES OF RIVERS, STREAMS AND COASTLINES IN NORTH AND SOUTH 

AMERICA, EUROPE, AUSTRALIA, ASIA AND AFRICA. FOR MORE INFORMATION GO TO WATERKEEPER.ORG
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Andy and Tonia have made a big commitment 
over the last 18 years, not only to themselves 
but to their community. This commitment is part 
of their core mindset: to be guardians of not just 
the water that provides their livelihood, but of 
all the natural resources they hold so dear; to 
protect our precious Archipelago and promote 
the importance of that through education; and 
to be change-makers through their actions. 
A vibrant economy and good quality of life is 
missing for many of these small communities 
and that needs to change.  

In seven generations, they want to see 
truly linked communities — between 
residents and visitors — all sharing 
responsibility as passionate stewards 
of the Bay.  

The young Blenkarns feel it is a privilege to live 
and raise their family here. They are dedicated 
to ensuring that one day, their great-great-grand-
kids will take their first boat ride and experience 
the rush of amazement felt by Tonia the very 
first time she laid eyes on the Bay. They know 
that thoughtful development needs to happen 
and that most likely the landscape will change 
over time, but the water is forever. It must be 
maintained in its present pristine condition so 
that those great-great-grandkids can swim, fish 
and drink healthy, clean water. They support 
Georgian Bay Forever because our education 
supports people in making better choices. GBF 
drills down into the root of the problem through 
science and offers practical solutions for change. 

This is also the reason David and Shelagh 
support Georgian Bay Forever. They want the 
water and the wetlands to be protected and 
saved. They want to ensure that their grandkids 
and the generations that follow them have fresh 
water, fresh air and a fresh perspective on how 
to make this happen. Georgian Bay Forever helps 
with this! In the words of Shelagh, “We must 
build awareness and educate everyone about 
this jewel we have in our own backyard.”

The Bay can mean so many different things to 
different people and can evoke emotions that 
are deeply felt within. When asked to share 
what the Bay means to him, Andy said, “It is 
one of the most special places on Earth. It 
allows you to interact with nature and brings me 
closer to the Creator.” Tonia’s response was no 
less passionate,

Sitting on a shoal on a warm 
summer day, with my feet 
dangling in the water, I feel 
a perfect balance of creation. 
I can sense a blessed, peace-
ful harmony with nature. 
There is no other place in the 
world that can give me that 
same emotion.

Here at Georgian Bay Forever, we couldn’t agree 
more and have dedicated all our efforts towards 
ensuring that vision remains a shared reality. 
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GBF is pleased to recognize
 the members of the  

Georgian Bay Forever Circle
Honoring our loyal supporters for their cumulative 

donations of $15,000 or more to April 30, 2017

PROTECTOR | $250,000+

The CSL Group Inc.
Doug and Ruth Grant 
The Geoff Hyland Family

Husky Injection Molding Systems Ltd.
Jackman Foundation 
The McLean Foundation

Michael McCain
The Schad Foundation

Anthony Munk and Amie Rocket Munk 
Bruce Power
Echo Foundation
Francie and John Pepper

The Judy and Wilmot Matthews Foundation
The Langar Foundation
Marye McCaig
Robin and Robert Ogilvie

Sterling Marine Fuels
The W. Garfield Weston Foundation

Brian and Janey Chapman
The Carrick Family
The Catherine and Fredrik Eaton
Charitable Foundation
The Charles and 
Rita Field-Marsham Foundation
Derek and Nancy Bowen
Ernest Howard
Frank and Patricia Mills
The Harold A. Kopas Family Foundation
Hugh and Sylvia McLelland

Jeffrey Orr and Suzanne Legge 
John Honderich
John and Penny Pepperell
John and Josie Watson
Larry Smith
Lloyd's Register Canada Ltd.
Mary Thomson and Jan Ruby
Mason Family Foundation
The McDonald Family
Michael and Jacquie Green
The Michael Young Family Foundation

Peter and Catherine Singer
Peter and Margie Kelk
Peter Hatcher and Family
Philip and Eli Taylor
Renata Humphries
Robert Hay and Family
Rob and Val Thompson
Roger Jones and Joanne Muther-Jones
Ruth Mandel - WHO GIVES Fund
The Ruby Family 
William and Meredith Saunderson

Algoma Central Corporation
Bill and Carol Prior
Brian and Sabine Thomson
Cameron Wardlaw
Christopher Pfaff
David and Shelagh Blenkarn
David Roffey and Karen Walsh
Donald Guloien and Irene Boychuk
Fednav Limited

Gail and Tim Regan
Hugh and Ada Morris
James Meekison and Carolyn Keystone
James and Erica Curtis
Jennifer Rogers
John Irving and Janet Turnbull-Irving
John and Phyllis Lill
Margot Roberts and David Williamson
Mary-Elizabeth Flynn

Michael Wenban and Virginia Froman
Paul and Martha McLean 
Philip Deck and Kimberley Bozak
Robert and Patricia Lord
Robin and Sted Garber
Richard and Dawn Drayton
Sandy Wood and Don Darroch
Tony and Janet Burt

Great Lakes Basin Conservancy, Inc.
RBC Foundation

DEFENDER | $100,000 – $249,999

PATRON | $15,000 – $24,999

HERO | $25,000 – $49,999

GUARDIAN | $50,000 – $99,999
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