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Georgian Bay Forever is a communit y response to CONNECtING thE 
the growing need for major research and education 

to sustain the Georgian Bay aquatic ecosystem and the DOtS bEtwEEN PArIS, qualit y of life its communities and visitors enjoy. 

We help monitor the Bay ’s well being, throughout POLItICS & POEtry By Jonathan Scott the seasons, year after year. 

I t’s Friday evening at the COP21 Climate 
Change Conference, and there’s an event 
for the young activists assembled to pres

sure their governments into action — a spoken 
word night in an extraordinar y location. 

 The old Gare Ornano in the 18th Ar
rondissement has been the site of La Recycler
ie, an urban farm and vegan café, since 2014. 
Picture lots of exposed beams and a loft over
looking the cafeteria-style hall; scrape your 
food waste into the composter and no plastic 
allowed. There’s a queue outside of  Australian, 
Dutch and American activists. 

So what does a hipster café in north
ern Paris have to do with Georgian Bay? All 
of the spoken word poets that evening were 
from island and coastal nations — Madagascar, 
Côte d’Ivoire, the Philippines — and their poetry 
dealt with a common theme: the havoc climate 
change is inflicting on their homelands in the 
form of coastal erosion, flooding and hurricanes. 

This threat reminded me of the work I 
was for tunate to do with Georgian Bay Forever. 
I had the privilege of promoting the landmark 
GBF/Mowat/Council of the Great Lakes report 
on declining water levels in the Great Lakes. 
And as each poet spoke that evening of coast
lines disappearing or tropical storms levelling 
villages, I couldn’t help but think of the threat 
that low water levels pose to Georgian Bay.

 Yes, the threat to the Bay is less imme
diately catastrophic than the inundation of an 
island nation, but it is real and costly. Cottagers 
know  the irritation and expense of re-mooring 
a dock or boathouse jutting out from the land. 
Shipping and tourism suffers. Indigenous com 
munities risk losing pieces of their culture. The 
economy and our treasured Canadian summer
time lifestyle suffers. 

The poetr y night put this into perspec
tive for me and reinforced the moral imperative 
at the centre of the COP21 negotiations: while 
we all may not be hurt in precisely the same 
way, climate change is a shared threat that we 
must confront together before it’s too late. 

For me, Georgian Bay evokes fond child
hood memories of playing on the rock beaches 
of Christian Island at an aunt’s cottage and 
reading on the dock as the wind catches the 
trees that grow haphazardly at the water’s 

edge. Generations of writers — including GBF 
patron and a personal favourite of mine, Ameri
can writer John Ir ving — have sketched stories 
by the Bay’s shores.

 As bureaucrats and politicians were ham
mering out greenhouse-gas reduction targets 
and a treaty to see the way for ward to 2020, 
that night at La Recyclerie reminded me of what 
Allen Ginsberg wrote: “The only thing that can 
save the world is the reclaiming of the aware
ness of the world. That is what poetr y does.” 

Jonathan Scott is a law student and writer 
living in the United Kingdom. Follow him on Twitter 
at @J_ Scott_. 

The Paris Climate talks (COP21) con-
cluded with a non-binding agreement 
between 195 countries to: 

1) Limit global warming to 20C above 
pre-industrial levels (currently around 
10C), 2) set an aspirational target of 
1.50C above pre-industrial levels, 3) 
achieve net-zero carbon emissions (car-
bon neutrality) by the second half of 
the century, and 4) report each coun-
try's progress every five years. 

Opinion ranges from hope because an 
agreement was achieved to concern, 
given the non-binding aspect of the 
agreement and social, economic, and 
political challenges. 

Climate change from global warming 
has consequences for the Great Lakes. 
Visit GBF.org. 

Read pages 4 to 5 of this newsletter to 

learn about climate change wetland 

threats, in our interview with wetland 

ecologist Dr. Janice Gilbert. 

We fund the research needed to protect the environmental 
health of Georgian Bay and the surrounding bodies of water. 

Using our research findings, we inform and educate the 
general public and governments about threat s to 


environmental health and propose possible solutions.
 

Through work shops and seminars we 

are educating the Georgian Bay communit y. By teaming 


up with reputable institutions, we enhance the credibilit y 

of our research and we streng then our abilit y to protect 


what’s at stake.
 

Georgian Bay Forever, formerly the GBA Foundation, 

is a registered Canadian charit y (#89531 1066 RR0001). 


We work with the Great Lakes Basin Conser vanc y in 

the United States, as well as other stakeholder groups 


all around the Great Lakes.
 

Deeply rooted and broadly drawn, Georgian Bay Forever is 

steered by lifelong devotees of the Bay. We are commit ted 


advocates, educators, environmentalist s, realist s, idealist s,
 
and of course, resident s.
 

DIRECTORS 
Derek Bowen Neil Hutchinson 

Janet Bur t Rod Jones 
Adam Chamberlain Anne Randell 

Terr y Clark Peter Singer, Chair 
Jennifer Ferguson Er win Stuar t 

Executive Director 
David Sweetnam 

OUR CONTACT DETAILS 
Georgian Bay Forever
 

PO Box 163, Caledon, ON
 
L7E 5 T 2
 

tel: 9 05 -8 80 -49 45
 

You can reach David Sweetnam, our E xecutive Direc tor, 

at executivedirector@gbf.org or at  905-880 -4945, ex t 1.
 

Canadian citizens may send their donations 

to the Caledon address above.
 

U.S. citizens wishing to make a donation 

to suppor t our work can do so by giving to:
 

Great Lakes Basin Conser vanc y
 
PO Box 50 4, Gates Mills, OH
 

4 4040 -050 4, USA
 

This newsletter is just a snapshot of our work . For the most 

up -to-date information on our project s, longer versions of 


newsletter ar ticles and breaking news about Georgian Bay, 

please become a regular visitor to our website
 

and Facebook page.
 
GBF.ORG
 

Design by Key Gordon (keygordon.com)
 
Editor: Helen Bryce
 

Follow us on 

http://georgianbayforever.org/
http://georgianbayforever.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Georgian-Bay-Forever-107834349286669/
https://twitter.com/gbayforever?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.instagram.com/gbayforever/
http://keygordon.com/
mailto:executivedirector@gbf.org


  

 

 
                    

CHAIR’S MESSAGE 

NEw COmmuNICAtION
 
mEthODS By Peter Singer 

“Educating the mind without educating the heart is 
  no education at all.” —Aristotle 

t Georgian Bay Forever, our mission includes educating the a public about how to protect and preser ve the aquatic ecosys
tems of Georgian Bay. 

The work we do with respected academic and research institutes 
to help identify current and potential threats to the Bay, the underlying 
reasons for them, as well as possible solutions, is critically important. 

The other crucial part of our effor ts involves sharing this new 
knowledge with you — the heart of this organization — and explaining 
how the outcomes of the studies and other work we do helps safeguard 
the Bay that we all love. 

New information and insights 
Our website, www.gbf.org, has been updated to include new information 
and details about projects we are working on that relate to water levels, 
water quality and ecosystems.  

Timely and easy access to information 
We are creating a new social media policy and content plan to ensure 
that you receive timely news and information. We also plan to develop 
and send informative articles via email directly to your inbox, so that the 
latest information is at your fingertips. If you would like to receive our 

emails, please go to www.gbf.org and sign up for the latest news. We 
welcome your feedback on our new website: email Communications at 
heather.sargeant@georgianbayforever.org with your comments. 

More in-field work 
We are getting to more and more communities and sites on the Bay for 
projects like battling invasive Phragmites to help maintain wetlands; 
assessing and prioritizing fish habitats for remedial action; and DNA 
barcoding to establish a biodiversity baseline of life in the Bay, so we 
can pinpoint changes and threats. 

What’s next? 
There are significant challenges due to climate change, invasive species, 
and open cage aquaculture in the Great Lakes. With improved commu
nication and the ongoing suppor t of our enthusiastic donors, we are 
strengthening our ability to work with you to tackle these issues and 
protect Georgian Bay. 

On a final note, I want to congratulate the Georgian Bay Association 
(GBA) on its 100th anniversar y. We wish GBA continued success  and look 
forward to working with the Association to serve as stewards of the Bay 
on your behalf. 

http://georgianbayforever.org/
mailto:heather.sargeant@georgianbayforever.org
http:www.gbf.org


  

  

   

 

 

 

 

  
  

 
  

 

           

 

FEATuRE ARTICLE 

thrEAtS tO thE bAy: 
A Q&A wIth Dr. JANICE GILbErt
Dr. Janice Gilbert is especially noted and frequently quoted for her work on inva

sive Phragmites control—which is her passionate mission. she is a wetland ecolo

gist with a PhD and Msc in environmental science from ohio state university, 

and Mes and Bes degrees from the university of Waterloo. 

She kindly agreed to answer questions for Georgian Bay Forever around threats 
to wetlands in the Great Lakes region. 

Q: How will climate cHange impact wetland 

biodiversity? 

A:           Human-induced climate change is capable of 
significantly reducing biodiversity within our 
coastal wetlands through: reduced water 
levels and water qualit y; increased exposure 
to intense storms and wave energy; warmer 
water temperatures; and increased movement 
of invasive species northward.
             Water is what determines the presence 
and type of wetlands on the landscape. Water 
depth, clarity, temperature, chemistry, cur
rents and flow all have a major bearing on the 
ability of vegetation species to colonize, estab
lish and thrive.
                The variety of plants present in a wetland 
determines the complexity of that habitat and 
its ability to support wildlife such as insects, 
fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals. 
Diverse plant communities increase wildlife 
diversity by providing a larger variety of food, 
cover from the elements, resting structures, 
mating and brood rearing areas, hibernation 
sites and lifecycle requirements. 

The bathymetr y along much of the Geor
gian Bay shoreline is too steep to allow existing 
wetlands to migrate lakeward as water levels 
decline. Many wetlands will therefore shrink, 
become perched and isolated from the Bay, or 
evolve into upland habitat. Such circumstances 
would significantly impact the range and dis 
tribution of fish and affect freshwater mussels, 
turtles, aquatic insects and other wetland de
pendent wildlife. 

Many climatologists project more 

extreme lows in water levels over 

the next 35 years, with possibilities 

of short term highs due to flashier 

storms. Between the high of 1987 

and the low of 2013, GBF and NASA 

found a 10.8% wetland loss in the 

Southern region of Georgian Bay and 

a 7% wetland gain in the North. 

For more on this study, visit: 

http://bit.ly/1MTjtqU. 

From the top:  Georgian Bay wetland “shrinking” during 
the low water period experienced in 2012; coastal meadow 
marsh that would dr y out and evolve into upland habitat if 
lake levels remain consistently below normal fluctuation; 
Georgian Bay wetland that could become “perched” and 
isolated from the bay.  Photos taken by J.M Gilber t. 

4 | WINTER 2016  | G B F. O R G 

http://georgianbayforever.org/impact-of-decreasing-lake-water-levels-on-georgian-bay-wetlands/


 

 

 

 

   

 
 

  
 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 
      

  

  

      
       

 

 
 

FEATuRE ARTICLE 

Q: wHat top five native species in ge

Common Snapping Turtle 

Blanding’s Tur tle 

Eastern Foxsnake 

orgian bay 
are at risk? 
A:              A high propor tion of species at risk (SAR) 
are specialists that require the specific habi 
tat conditions of wetlands to thrive. Wetland-
dependant SARs will be most vulnerable to the 
anticipated changes in their habitat due to cli
mate change. Here are five wetland-dependent 
species that are at risk in the Georgian Bay area. 

To read more, including Janice’s answers 
to two more questions, go to GBF.org at this link: 
http://bit.ly/1POEszC 

Status: Threatened in Ontario 
Habitat requirements: cattail marshes inter
mixed with small open water areas and channels 
Characteristics: a ver y secretive bird 
Main threats: loss of wetlands, wetland en
croachment by humans, shoreline develop
ment and invasive species 

3 common snapping
turtle 

Status: Special Concern in Ontario 
Habitat requirements: marshes and other 
shallow water areas with soft substrate and 
aquatic vegetation 
Characteristics: female lays eggs in sandy or 
gravelly areas along roadsides, cottage lots, trails 
Main threats: road mortality, persecution and 
nest predation

Least Bittern

1 least bittern 2 spotted turtle
 

 Spotted Turtle 

Status: Endangered in Ontario 
Habitat requirements: ponds, marshes, hum
mocky meadows, bogs 
Main threats: habitat loss, road mor tality and 
illegal collection 

4 blanding ’s turtle 
Status: Threatened in Ontario 
Habitat requirements: large wetlands and nu
merous smaller wetlands (complex) 
Characteristics:  known to travel at least 1 km 
through terrestrial areas to reach adjacent wet
lands; have high aff inity for nesting and hiber
nating sites 
Main threats: habitat loss, fragmentation, 
road mortality, raccoons and other predators 
that raid nests, as well as illegal collection 

Photos 2-5: J.M Gilber t 

The Great Lakes support more than 

3,500 different species, approximately 

80% of which rely on the Bay’s coastal 

wetlands. 

5 eastern foxsnake 
Status: Threatened in Ontario 
Habitat requirements: rocky shores, beaches 
and marshes 
Characteristics: generally found within 30m of 
Georgian Bay 
Main threats: loss of wetlands, wetland en
croachment by humans, shoreline develop
ment and invasive species 

G B F. O R G  | WINTER 2016  | 5 

http://georgianbayforever.org/threats-to-georgian-bay-wetlands-the-interview-with-wetland-ecologist-dr-janice-gilbert/
http://georgianbayforever.org/


  

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

   

 
 
 

 

  

 

  
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

ImPOrTANT NewS 

It’S EASy AND ImPOrtANt tO mAP
INvASIvE PhrAGmItES 

Invasive Phragmites are threatening the 
coastlands of Georgian Bay. More than 
8,000km of shoreline and 3,700km aquatic 

marshes in the eastern and northen Bay alone 
face these invaders—which crowd out, displace 
and replace native wetland species. This leads 
to dense mono stands that impact the ecosys
tem by reducing biodiversity and increasing 
habitat loss for already-threatened species. 

Mapping and identif ying invasive Phrag
mites are the first steps in controlling this in 
vasive plant that’s infiltrating the wetlands of 
Georgian Bay. 

Mapping the invaders is easy using the EDDMapS 
Ontario smartphone app 
GBF recommends you use the online mapping 
system EDDMapS Ontario, the information 
source recognized by the Ontario Ministry of 
Natural resources (OmNr), which needs your 
help to understand the scope and leading 
edges of invaders. 

You can download the app, EDDMapS 
Ontario, to your phone (Android from Google 
Play and iPhone versions from Apple® iTunes). 
To begin, just look for Phragmites under 
“aquatic plants” to start the tracking. 

For more information on how to use the 
app, visit our website: www.gbf.org or contact 
us at georgianbaykeeper@gbf.org. 

6 | WINTER 2016  | G B F. O R G 

Volunteers are needed to map this invasive plant 
mapping the plant is the first step to identif y 
the scope of the problem in your community. 

It’s likely that your community needs a 
leader and Phragbusters to help fight this in 
vasive plant. Start by finding out if others in 
your area have already mapped stands. Com
munity-based action is the only way to control 
Phragmites. 

When do I star t mapping? 
You can start mapping in April, but it’s a good 
idea to download the app now and familiarize  
yourself with it. 

Learn more about identif ying the plant in GBF 
workshops (see right), visit the “ecosystems” section 
of our website, or contact us with questions at 
georgianbaykeeper@gbf.org 

PhrAGmItES wOrkShOPS: 
thE bAy’S wEtLANDS 
NEED yOu! 

GBF is planning two workshops on train
ing and managing invasive Phragmites 
to help Georgian Bay’s coastal wet

lands. You, too, can become a Phragbuster! 
These workshops are free but space is 

limited and advance registration is required: 
email us today at georgianbaykeeper@gbf.org 
to reserve your spot. 

Toronto (location TBD) 
Saturday, April 16 (9:30 am to 2:30 pm) 

Collingwood  (location TBD) 
Thursday, April 21 (9:30 am to 2:30 pm) 

You will learn about the following topics at 

the workshop:
 

1 

3 

4 

2 

5 

6 

7 

The threat this plant poses to 
wetlands, and current state of the fight 

Summer 2015 success stories, and 
lessons to be learned 

Identifying invasive Phragmites vs. 
native Phragmites 

Establishing a community group to 
tackle the invader 

Mapping and planning (tools, timing, 
resources) 

How to do the cut in wetlands 

The commitment we ask you to make 

Reser ve your spot for one of our Phragmites work-
shops. Email us today at georgianbaykeeper@gbf. 
org. We look for ward to seeing you there! 

http://georgianbayforever.org/
mailto:georgianbaykeeper@gbf.org
mailto:georgianbaykeeper@gbf.org
mailto:georgianbaykeeper@gbf.org


    
  

    

 

 
 
 

    

 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 

   

 

 
 

     

 

      

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

PhrAGmItES wOrkShOPS: 
thE bAy’S wEtLANDS
NEED yOu!

ExECuTIvE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

whEN It COmES tO wAtEr LEvELS, 
mEmOry AND CONtExt mAttEr By David Sweetnam 

During the dry years, the people forgot about the rich years 
and when the wet years returned, they lost all memory of the 
dry years. It was always that way.
 

The past two years of higher water levels 
in Georgian Bay were such a dramatic 
and welcome change that some mem

bers of the media were erroneously asserting 
that Lakes Michigan and Huron were  approach
ing extreme high levels. In reality, the lakes are 
merely hovering at about average levels, which 
just emphasizes Mr. Steinbeck’s point — mem
or y is fleeting and context matters. 

In fact, we are expecting to star t the 
year at average water levels again. National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration has 
collected all of the available predictions of fu
ture water levels showing that extremes on the 
high side are possible — but not likely — while 
extremes on the low side are both plausible 
and likely. According to the uS Army Corps of 
Engineers, “Climate forecasts show warm win
ter temperatures accompanied by drier condi

tions, especially after November.” According to 
the best climate models, mother Nature is in 
need of some immediate help — so our work on 
this file is far from over. 

At GBF, we are working on both struc
tural and non-structural adaptive manage
ment approaches. Our study to produce 
modern day, climate-resilient, engineered 
solutions to address the missing pieces in the 
“upper Great Lakes Study” will be available to 
decision-makers next year. 

There are many opinions on the causes 
of low water and how to solve this decades-old 
problem. One thing ever yone can agree on is 
that wetter weather always seems to dimin
ish the political appetite for solving this issue. 
Fortunately, with the recently signed global 
climate change agreement, the long-term pro
tection of our water has finally begun. 

– John Steinbeck, ‘East of Eden’ 

we can now focus our efforts on the in 
terim protections needed in the basin while 
these global commitments begin to take 
shape and come into effect. And, even though 
the timelines for these commitments are mea
sured in decades — or even centuries — GBF 
won’t forget and will push for action. 

Maintaining our focus on solving the 

water levels issue is only part of the 

ongoing ecosystem protection activi-

ties of GBF. Water quality, ecosystems 

and invasive species — like Phragmites 

— which are threatening our coastal 

wetlands, continue to demand our at-

tention and highlight the importance of 

the ongoing support of donors like you. 

GEoRGIaN bay foREvER 
Is pRofouNdly GRaTEful 

foR ThE GENERosITy of 
ThEsE suppoRTERs. 

G B F. O R G  | WINTER 2016  | 7 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       

 
     

 
     

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
  

    

        

  

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Water levels 

CurrENt wAtEr LEvELS + 

ShOrt tErm OutLOOk = AvErAGE


W ater levels were just slightly above 
average this past summer after 
years of being well below average, 

and yet people routinely said that they were 
high. In some cases, the media reported that 
they were approaching record highs — not even 
close. 

Water levels are impacted by many vari
ables, including short-term weather like el Niño 
and longer-term climate conditions. To under
stand water level projections, it is important 
to understand the difference between weather 
and climate. 

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOA A) describes the difference 
fairly simply: “Weather is what you might see out-
side on any particular day…climate…is the aver-
age of that weather over time and space.” 1 Simi
larly, they suggest, “Climate is what you expect; 
weather is what you get.” 2 

The long-term outlook — climate change 
According to most scientists, water levels in 
Lake Huron-Michigan are likely to decline over 
the coming decades due largely to climate 
change. However, flashier storms — also due to 
climate change — may result in extremely high 
water levels intermittently. 

The short-term outlook — El Niño 
el Niño is a weather pattern created by the 
interaction between the atmosphere and the 
ocean producing warmer than normal water 
temperatures in the Pacific Ocean. This phe 
nomenon occurs close to the Equator yet im
pacts weather conditions globally. 

el Niño typically peaks sometime before  
Februar y, driving energy into the atmosphere 
during the cooler months in the Nor thern 
Hemisphere. Strong el Niños have been fol-
lowed by high-water (1982-83) and low-water 
levels (1997-98) in Lake Huron-Michigan. 

NOAA’s predic tion for 2016 
NOA A is predicting this year’s event to be pos 
sibly the second strongest ever recorded, last
ing well into 2016. NOA A expects the increase 
in the ocean’s surface temperature to be about 
2.10C above normal, with sub-surface water 
temperature increases of up to 60C in some 
areas. Combined with human-induced climate 
change effects, the effects of this year’s el Niño 

8 | WINTER 2016  | G B F. O R G 

As NOA A has been forecasting low precipita 
tion in the Great Lakes region, the most 
likely water level scenar io is the low ice, low 
precipitation in the graph — meaning more 
average water level s . However, other sce 
nar ios are pos sible. 

are expected to be significant. The warm air 
mass pressing up from the Equator will likely 
keep the jet stream’s average path well 
nor th this winter resulting in warmer and 
dr ier than normal weather conditions in the 
Great Lakes region. 

What does this mean for water levels in the short 
term? 
The near record ice coverage that occurred on 
the Bay due to the Polar vortex in 2014 is unlike
ly this winter 3. If air temperatures were dr y and 
cold and the water temperatures were warmer 
than usual, then more evaporation could be 
expected in the fall and early winter when the 
greatest evaporation typically occurs. How
ever, if air temperatures remain warmer than 
usual, creating less contrast with water tem
peratures, evaporation will not be as high. 

Find updates on water levels on our website at: 
www.gbf.org/water-levels/current-water-levels 

 1. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, “What is the dif

ference bet ween	  weather and climate?” [http://oceanser vice.noaa.gov/ 

fact s/weather_climate.html] December 7, 2015.

  2. Ibid. 

3. As of Januar y 14, 2016, the region was currently at 6.2% of possible ice 

coverage. Last year at this time we were at 29.3% and in 2014 we were at 

19.6%. Water temperatures are still 2-3°C higher this year. Retrieved Jan 

14 from ht tp://w w w.glerl.noaa.gov/res/glc fs/compare_years/ 

http://georgianbayforever.org/water-levels/current-water-levels/
http://oceanservice.noaa.gov/facts/weather_climate.html
http://oceanservice.noaa.gov/facts/weather_climate.html
http://www.glerl.noaa.gov/res/glcfs/compare_years/


 

 
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 

 

 
  

DONOr PrOFILe 

mIkE & 
JACQuIE GrEEN 

By Amber Gordon-Bunn 

Georgian Bay — love at first sight 
As children, neither of the Greens had experi
enced the beauty and tranquility of Georgian 
Bay. Growing up, they vacationed elsewhere 
in the province. When they received an invita
tion in April 1998 from good friend and ar tist Ed 
Bertram to visit his cottage outside Twelve Mile 
Bay, they were unprepared for what happened 
that fateful weekend: Georgian Bay became a 
case of love at first sight. 

They spent their first visit mar velling at 
the Bay’s pristine perfection. Within two short 
weeks, they decided this is where they wanted 
to build their dream cottage and spend their 
family vacations. After viewing 10 different 
islands and getting a little discouraged, they 
stepped onto #11: Flint Island located in the 
Moon River Channel. It was undeveloped: no 
buildings, no power, nothing. Mike, “… knew in 
an instant this was where we had to be”, but Jac
quie had reservations. In a few weeks, Mike had 
convinced her this was the island for them. 

Building a unique family retreat 
They spent that fall exploring the island — ev
er y nook and cranny — and eventually found 
the perfect location to build a cottage for their 
family of five. They decided on a Normerica 
Post and Beam home and spent many dinners 

playing architect and designer, with tape mea
sures and plans, figuring out what they want
ed. After many iterations of the plans, and with 
the help of Philip Moody, an interior designer 
and friend, the construction started in April 
1999. They moved in during May of 2000. 

The cottage was furnished to feel “com
fortable and welcoming”. Jacquie remembers 
spending months searching for the perfect 
furniture. Mike oversaw the installation of an 
off-grid solar and wind power system, which 
Ontario Hydro told them was one of the largest 
private sites at that time in the province! Some 
of Jacquie and Mike’s favourite memories are 
Thanksgivings spent with their friends, family 

“there is no place 
else like georgian bay 
where you can have 
family, community and 
a tranquil wilderness 
just two and a half 
hours from home!” 

and amazing American neighbours. They remi
nisce about the many winter weekends loading 
up mo Gregoire’s Scoot and almost flying over 
the ice and water to enjoy a ver y different Geor
gian Bay (the frozen one). 

The Greens spend as much time as they 
can at their serene, peaceful island escape. Not 
yet retired, they have to settle for long week
ends, sometimes grabbing a week or two at a 
time.  And they are quick to tell you, “Island liv
ing is special, but challenging. It demands a real 
commitment, but the rewards are well worth it.” 

(cont. on nex t page...) 

G B F. O R G  | WINTER 2016  | 9 
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DONOr PrOFILe 

(...cont. from previous page) 

Committed to protecting Georgian Bay for the next generations 
Now, one of their biggest joys is watching their first grandchild learning 
to splash in the Bay in a lifejacket. They want their future grandchildren 
to quickly become Georgian Bay “water babies”. They continue to 
support the research sponsored by Georgian Bay Forever to ensure 
that the Bay stays swimmable and drinkable for future Green-family 
generations. “There is no place else like Georgian Bay where you can 
have family, community and a tranquil wilderness just two and a half 
hours from home!” 

Thank you. 
GBF deeply thanks the Greens and families like yours for the tremendous 
support of Georgian Bay Forever, enabling projects and research that 
help protect The Bay.  To learn more about how you can help, please visit 
our website at gbf.org. 
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ThEsE local busINEssEs sTEppEd up 
To hElp pRoTEcT ThE bay. 

The Baykeeper” indicaTes ThaT GeorGian Bay Forever is a memBer oF The WaTerkeeper alliance, a GloBal movemenT 
oF on-The-WaTer advocaTes Who paTrol and proTecT over 100,000 miles oF rivers, sTreams and coasTlines in norTh and souTh 

america, europe, ausTralia, asia and aFrica. For more inFormaTion Go To WaTerkeeper.orG 

◌ۤ 

 

oTher Businesses include: 
Parry Sound Marine 

http://georgianbayforever.org/


                  
   

 

 
 

    
 

 

GEOrGIAN bAy FOrEvEr CIrCLE
 
recognition & appreciation event
 

we Have extraordinary donors!
 

W e have extraordinar y donors that share our quest to en
sure that future generations can swim, drink and fish in 
Georgian Bay. 

Last year, GBF introduced the Georgian Bay Forever Circle 
(GBFC), our cumulative giving recognition program that honours 
loyal donors with a long-term vision to protect the Bay. Members of 
the Circle have given or pledged $15,000 or greater.  

To thank these par tners, GBF hosted our first GBFC recogni 
tion and Appreciation event at the Granite Club on Oct 6. We were 
joined by over 60 donors, friends and Board members. 

Bill Saunderson spoke from the perspective of a donor on the 
importance of loyalty to GBF. “Research,” he said, “requires ongoing 
funding to preser ve our most impor tant resource – water – forever.” 
David Sweetnam (Executive Director) and Dr. Michael Donahue (AE
COM), spoke about similar GBF projects, including the upcoming 
study, “Managing Water Levels in the Great Lakes: The Search for 
New Solutions”. 

Peter Singer (Board Chair) and Anne Randell (vice-Chair) 
opened and closed the evening by thanking our speakers and donors 
once again for their commitment and suppor t of  GBF. 

To discuss how to become a member of the Circle, please contact 
Above (left to right): GBF E xecutive Director David Executive Director, David Sweetnam, at 905-880-4945, ext.1. Sweetnam , Don Darroch and Sandy Wood 

Below: Cher yl Berklen and Nancy Bowen 

Bottom: Peter Baines and Patricia Mills 



 
 

 
 

 

 
  

  
  

 

 

-

’  
  

  
  

  

  

  

  

 
   -

-  

-

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

GbF is pleased to recognize

 the members of the 


Georgian bay Forever Circle
 

PrOtECtOr | $250,000+ 
great lakes basi n conser vancy, inc. 
r bc fou ndation 

DEFENDEr | $100,000 - $249,999 
the csl group inc. Husk y injection molding systems ltd . t he mclean fou ndation 
doug a nd ruth gra nt Jackma n foundation the schad foundation 

GuArDIAN | $50,000 - $99,999 
echo foundation the Judy a nd wi lmot mat thews foundation robin and rober t og i lvie 
the geoff Hyland family ma r ye mcca ig t he w. ga r field weston foundation 
t he la ngar foundation a nthony mu n k a nd a m ie rocket mun k bruce power 

brian and Janey chapman 
t he cat herine a nd f red ri k eaton fou ndation 
peter Hatcher and fa m ily 
rober t Hay a nd fam i ly 
michael a nd Jacq uie green 
Joh n Honder ich 
ernest Howard 
roger Jones and Joan ne mut her Jones 
peter and ma rgie kel k 

hErO | $25,000 - $49,999 
the Ha rold a . kopas fa mily foundation 
lloyd s register ca nada ltd. 
rut h ma ndel –w Ho gi v es f und 
mason fam i ly fou ndation 
the mcdonald family 
m ichael mccain 
Hugh and sylv ia mclella nd 
Jeffrey or r a nd suzanne legge 
francie a nd Joh n pepper 
Joh n a nd pen ny pepperel l 

the ruby family 
peter a nd cathie singer 
larr y smith 
sterling marine f uels 
wil lia m and meredith saunderson 
ph i lip a nd eli taylor 
Jan ru by a nd mar y t homson 
Joh n a nd Josie watson 
the m ichael young fami ly foundation 

a lgom a centra l cor poration 
dav id and shelagh blen karn 
derek and na ncy bowen 
tony a nd Janet bur t 
the carrick family 
Ja mes and erica cu r tis 
ph ilip deck a nd k im berley boza k 
fed nav l i m ited 
the charles and r ita field marsham 
foundation 

PAtrON | $15,000 - $24,999 
mar y eliza beth fly n n 
donald gu loien a nd irene boychu k 
renata Humphries 
Joh n ir vi ng a nd Ja net t u r n bu l l ir v ing 
rober t and patricia lord 
paul and mar tha mclean 
Ja mes meekison and caroly n keystone 
fran k and patricia m il ls 
Hugh a nd ada mor ris 
christopher p fa ff 

bill a nd ca rol prior 
gail and tim regan 
ma rgot rober ts and dav id w llia mson 
david rof fey a nd k aren wa lsh 
Jennifer rogers 
rober t and va lerie t hompson 
cameron wardlaw 
m ichael wen ben a nd vi rg in ia f roman 
sandy wood and don darroch 

HELP US PROTECT GEORGIAN BAY. FOREVER. 

USING THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE, SEND IN YOUR DONATION TODAY!
 

GBF.org  | 905–880–4945 
Would you prefer to stay in touch via email? Send an email to executivedirector@GBF.org 

http://georgianbayforever.org/
mailto:executivedirector@GBF.org



